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1.

BACKGROUND

The Parramatta River Catchment Group (PRCG) has evolved from:
• The Duck River Steering Committee (Auburn, Bankstown, Holroyd and
Parramatta Councils).
• The Upper Parramatta River Catchment and Waterways Management Task
Force (Baulkham Hills, Blacktown, Holroyd and Parramatta Councils,
Parramatta Park Trust, Sydney Water, Department of Environment and
Conservation, Upper Parramatta River Catchment Trust and the Roads and
Traffic Authority).
• The Lower Parramatta River Group (Ashfield, Burwood, Canada Bay,
Hunter’s Hill, Leichhardt, Ryde and Marrickville Councils).
Many natural resource management (NRM) issues exist across the catchment or
across a region and therefore working solely within Local Government boundaries
will have limited achievements. A collaborative approach between councils and the
relevant government agencies is essential to ensure the holistic management of
NRM issues. For example: biodiversity corridors need to allow for movement of
species into and beyond local government areas, particularly with climate change
implications; weed species need to be managed in adjoining and
upstream/downstream council areas; water quality needs to be managed for
receiving waters and downstream areas.
Working together on catchment-wide or regional NRM issues has a synergistic effect,
allowing for cost-efficiencies, pooling of resources such as staff time and technical
expertise, providing a stronger collective voice, providing a stronger basis for grant
applications, allowing closer links with agencies, opening up additional opportunities
such as research outcomes, and contributing to local council and agency obligations
to achieve state-wide targets for NRM as outlined in the State Plan.
2.

3.

MEMBERS
2.1

Member Councils: Ashfield Council, Auburn City Council, Bankstown City
Council, Blacktown City Council, City of Canada Bay Council, Holroyd City
Council, Hunters Hill Council, Leichhardt Municipal Council, Parramatta
City Council, Ryde City Council and Strathfield Municipal Council.

2.2

Member Agencies: Department of Environment and Climate Change
(DECC), Department of Water and Energy (DWE), NSW Fire Brigade,
NSW Maritime, Parramatta Park Trust (PPT), Sydney Metropolitan
Catchment Management Authority (SMCMA), and Sydney Water (SW).

GENERAL PRINCIPLES
3.1 The PRCG wish to coordinate and improve Natural Resource Management
in the catchment through a formal agreement in accordance with this MoU.
3.2 This MoU has been developed under the PRCG'
s Terms of Reference
(2008). It is consistent with the Aims of the PRCG outlined in its Terms of
Reference.
3.3 This Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) sets out specific working
arrangements between the council members and agencies concerning
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coordination, sharing of information, investment in NRM, and the
partnership arrangements.
3.4 The MoU acknowledges the substantial investment in NRM by Councils,
agencies and the SMCMA, and their willingness to work together to achieve
sustainable outcomes for a healthy and diverse catchment and river
system.
3.5 The MoU also acknowledges that sustainable outcomes in NRM can be
achieved through a collaborative process to attain strategic management
targets identified in Councils’ and agencies’ Strategic NRM plans and the
SMCMA’s Catchment Action Plan (CAP).
3.6 This MoU will not prevent the members from fulfilling their core functions.
4.

INTENT

This MoU forms the principal working agreement between PRCG members to:
4.1. Establish a partnership based on cooperation and value-adding between
members.
4.2. Build on the commitment and understanding of each other’s values,
priorities and capabilities to deliver mutual outcomes.
4.3. Coordinate and facilitate catchment management planning and
implementation outcomes within the constraints of each other’s operating
environments including budget.
4.4. Explain the capabilities and operations of the partnership.
4.5. Develop an inclusive process to deal with all member NRM and CAP
issues.
4.6. Identify within the PRCG Implementation Plan the key NRM actions for the
PRCG and what each organisation will deliver.
5.

THE AGREEMENT
5.1 The PRCG members agree to:
a.

Fulfil the PRCG’s role as stipulated in its Terms of Reference (2008).

b.

Respect the independence, statutory responsibilities and reputation of
the other parties.

c.

Agree to meet at least twice per year to discuss and provide advice on
how to resolve NRM issues raised by members.

d.

Appoint a nominated Councillor/General Manager or Board member or
Senior Agency Officer, as relevant, and technical officer to attend PRCG
meetings.
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e.

Allocate other technical staff and/or elected representatives and the
resources required to participate and work in a collaborative process on
the PRCG and other sub-committees as required.

f.

Recognise that officers will be required to prepare for Catchment Group
meetings and sub-committee meetings and follow-up with work and
projects out of meetings.

g.

Provide copies of reports, protocols, collated data, GIS layers and other
NRM material that is considered to be relevant to the PRCG to allow for
the collective benefit of this information.

h.

Recognise that each member council or agency has knowledge,
technical skills and experience that may assist decision-making and
execution of actions by the PRCG, and shall therefore strive to share
such knowledge and skills.

i.

Provide advice on their role in catchment management, communicate
their objectives, and update the PRCG on the delivery of management
actions at PRCG meetings.

j.

Refer issues that require PRCG input, or response, to the Coordinator
as soon as practical. The Coordinator will circulate as necessary.

k.

Respond in a timely manner to requests from the Coordinator or Chair
or on behalf of the Coordinator or Chair.

l.

Make available council/agency reports that document the annual
allocation of resources to NRM actions and outline how these address
State targets and targets within the CAP. This includes funds from
environmental special rates and charges.

m. Recognise that Councils and the SMCMA have statutory reporting
responsibilities (State of Environment or similar, catchment targets and
state-wide targets) that may be modified over time. Councils and the
SMCMA commit to aligning monitoring and reporting programs over
time to reduce any duplication of effort.
5.2 The SMCMA agrees to:
a.

Provide advice as to the management priorities and actions that need to
be implemented on a catchment and regional basis within the CAP
framework.

b.

Advance the PRCG’s knowledge and understanding of the SMCMA’s
core functions, role and responsibilities under the Act within the context
of State statutes relating to environmental management in the PRCG
area.

c.

Assist where appropriate with contacts, networks and training.

d.

Provide advice and assistance on regional grant applications that are
consistent with the CAP.
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