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ABOUT THE PARRAMATTA RIVER CATCHMENT GROUP
The Parramatta River Catchment Group (PRCG) is a
regional organisation of local councils, state agencies and
community representatives whose aim is to work together to
improve the health of the Parramatta River catchment.
Through regional collaboration, the PRCG seeks to ensure
coordination of effort, professional management, optimal use
of resources and greater impact on governmental policies
and decisions affecting the catchment than could be
achieved through each member working separately.
For the first time, a Coordinator has been employed three
days per week from council and agency contributions to
coordinate meetings of the complete Group, actively seek to
help members identify issues, seek funding for regional
projects, work as a link between State and Local
Government, and undertake other tasks as identified by the
Catchment Group.
An independent Chair has also been engaged this year to
Chair the meetings of the complete Group and ensure that
they are run without bias.

PRCG Members
There are three categories of membership in the PRCG:
Financial members consist of councils and agencies
contributing financially towards the coordination and
operating costs of the PRCG and actively participating,
including regular attendance at meetings.
MoU members include financial and non-paying councils
and agencies who have formally signed a Memorandum of
Understanding outlining how each member will participate
collaboratively in the PRCG.
Associate members include other organisations that either
participate actively in the PRCG through attendance at
meetings or provide specific technical support, information
and advice as needed.
A full list of PRCG members and their representatives, as of
30 June 2009, is provided at the end of this report.

© Radim Cechvala
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Overview
Vision of the PRCG
At the full group meeting in May 2009, it was determined that the long-term vision of the
PRCG will be developed by a working party consisting of council, agency and community
representatives. It is anticipated that a draft vision will be presented for adoption at the next
PRCG meeting in November 2009.

Role of the PRCG
The Parramatta River Catchment Group (PRCG) is a regional organisation of local councils,
state agencies and community representatives whose aim is to work together to improve the
health of the Parramatta River catchment.
The role of the PRCG includes:
•

Facilitating information exchange and mutual support between member agencies and
officers

•

Identifying natural resources in the catchment and threats to these natural resources.

•

Identifying measures to protect and rehabilitate the catchment’s natural resources

•

Setting priorities

•

Seeking and obtaining federal and state government grants and other sources of
funding

•

Developing, initiating and overseeing natural resource management projects

•

Arranging technical help from other sources such as other government agencies and
universities

•

Helping develop the technical capabilities of councils and council staff

•

Building community support and involvement in natural resource management within
the catchment

© Dianne English
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Parramatta River Catchment Group Area of Operation

Prepared by the Sydney Metropolitan Catchment Management Authority.
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COORDINATOR’S REPORT
This year has been an important and exciting one for the PRCG
with the formal establishment of the PRCG structure and the
progression of actions developed in the Implementation Plan.
The Plan has helped to set the direction and priorities for our
operational programs, particularly the establishment of the subcommittees and the employment of a part-time Coordinator and
Independent Chair.
In addition, I am pleased to announce that the Memorandum of
Understanding has been officially signed by all eleven members
councils and six state agencies. It sets the stage for how each organisation will work
together to co-ordinate natural resource management on a catchment-wide basis.
Another important move forward has been the expansion of the PRCG meetings to include
representatives of local environmental community groups, Aboriginal delegates and major
landholders. Along with nominated Councillors, technical staff and senior management
personnel, the meetings provide a unique opportunity for members to hear first-hand the
current projects and operations of the PRCG as well as discuss important environmental
issues affecting the catchment and to set the strategic direction and long-term goals of the
organisation.
As part of the establishment of the PRCG, a website has been developed that provides an
important forum for the Group, allowing greater access to resources amongst members as
well as promoting the PRCG’s current and future projects. The website also provides
information about the natural resources within the catchment and links to each member
organisation’s website.
The formation of the sub-committees will play a critical role in the ongoing and future
success of the PRCG as they are the major delivery mechanism for the PRCG’s strategic
direction and implementation actions. There are four sub-committees, each with a focus on
either biodiversity, communications, estuary management and water/stormwater.
As well as the sub-committees, the PRCG’s regional projects are seen as the cornerstone of
the organisation’s success, with some fantastic projects undertaken this year. The key
PRCG project, Working Together to Sustain the Parramatta River, is a three year, $1.93
million project that aims to promote sustainability through the implementation of Water
Sensitive Urban Design (WSUD) initiatives across the catchment area of the Parramatta
River. Funded under the NSW Environmental Trust’s Urban Sustainability Program, the
project involves seven member councils and is in its second year of implementation with
many of the pilot projects and other major milestones now complete.
Another major project undertaken this year was the highly successful 2009 Urban Nature
Photography Competition. The aim was to encourage members of the community to explore
their local environment and demonstrate what makes it special to them. Over 210 entries
were received in the competition and the official judges commented on the high quality of the
photographs entered. The best 100 entries have been chosen for a touring exhibition across
the catchment from June to September.
Also completed this year was the joint WSUD project between the PRCG and the University
of Western Sydney. This project involved an audit of councils’ stormwater management and
WSUD policies, protocols and procedures and compared the findings to best practice asset
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maintenance literature. Recommendations were provided to each council on how to improve
the maintenance of their stormwater & WSUD assets.
Throughout this year the PRCG has worked closely with the Sydney Metropolitan Catchment
Management Authority and, as the host organisation of the PRCG Coordinator position, I
would especially like to thank the staff for their professionalism, enthusiasm and assistance
throughout the year.
The significant progress made by the PRCG this year, as outlined above, highlights the
benefits of working collaboratively in addressing some of the key environmental issues within
the Parramatta River catchment.
I would like to thank all the PRCG members for their support, commitment and dedication
over the past year and I look forward to working with you further over the coming years in
achieving practical outcomes that benefit the environmental health of the Parramatta River
and its catchment.

Leanne Hanvey
PRCG Coordinator
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PRCG OPERATIONS
Whole Group meetings of the PRCG
Meetings of the full PRCG were held twice during the year on the following dates:
20 November 2008 at Auburn Council
14 May 2009 at Bankstown City Council
The following members were represented at each meeting:
PRCG Members
Ashfield Council
Auburn Council
Bidjigal Reserve Trust
Blacktown and District Environment Group
Blacktown City Council
Callan Park Bushcare
City of Canada Bay Council
City of Ryde Council
Darug Tribal Aboriginal Corporation
Department of Environment and Climate Change
Holroyd City Council
Hunters Hill Council
Lake Parramatta Reserve Bushcare
Leichhardt Municipal Council
NSW Fire Brigades
Parramatta City Council
Parramatta Park Trust
Ryde Hunters Hill Flora and Fauna Preservation Society
Sisters Bay Bushcare
Strathfield Municipal Council
Sydney Metropolitan Catchment Management Authority
Sydney Water
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14 May
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Sub-committees
The sub-committees will play a critical role in the ongoing and future success of the PRCG
as they are the delivery mechanism for the PRCG’s strategic direction and implementation
actions. There are four sub-committees, each with a focus on either biodiversity,
communications, estuary management and water/stormwater.
The sub-committees were established as part of the recommendations of the
Implementation Plan and their aim is to progress the initial actions of the Plan and further
develop opportunities for addressing regional issues relating to each theme.
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The sub-committees are made up of technical staff from member councils and agencies in
the catchment and they enable councils and agencies to build important partnerships and
networks, pool resources and reduce duplication in some key environmental areas.
Over the past year the sub-committees have achieved the following:
Biodiversity Sub-committee
•

All Councils within the catchment were actively encouraged to include biodiversity
protection and improvement in any new development or redevelopment proposals.
Councils’ strategic planning officers were contacted and provided with a list of points
for consideration in the current development of their Local Environmental Plans
(LEPs).

•

A project was developed, titled ‘Growers for Greenspace’, to promote the protection
and rehabilitation of biodiversity corridors on both public and private land. A grant
Expression of Interest was submitted to NSW Environmental Trust for funding and a
full application has been requested.

•

The collation of data that maps the extent and quality of biodiversity across the
catchment has been undertaken. The Sydney Metropolitan CMA has provided
several GIS maps to assist in determining high priority areas for rehabilitation within
the catchment.

•

Scoping for several projects relating to native vegetation seed banks and priority
areas for creekbank stabilisation and riparian rehabilitation works has been initiated.

Communications Sub-committee
•

The sub-committee was responsible for establishing formal relationships between the
PRCG and the local Aboriginal community and environmental volunteer groups
through the inclusion of community representatives on the PRCG.

•

A number of policy documents have been developed and reviewed by the subcommittee to assist in the formal establishment of the PRCG, including the Terms of
Reference, Code of Conduct, Branding and Acknowledgement Policy and a draft
Communications Strategy.

•

The sub-committee was also a project steering committee for the development of the
PRCG website and the 2009 Urban Nature Photography Competition.

Estuary Management Sub-committee
•

The sub-committee has been progressively overseeing the process involved in
developing an Estuary Management Plan (EMP) for the Parramatta River. An EMP
can benefit member Councils in many ways, for example, all actions within an
adopted Plan are eligible for grant funding up to 50% of the total cost through the
NSW Government’s Estuary Management Program. Also, a whole of Parramatta
River EMP has reduced the costs for individual councils and includes contributions
from catchment-based state government agencies such as the Sydney Olympic Park
Authority and the Sydney Metropolitan Catchment Management Authority (CMA).

•

A total of $60,000 was allocated to Stage One of the process and was contributed by
the Department of Environment and Climate Change, Parramatta City Council and
the Sydney Metropolitan CMA. Stage One involved a data compilation study which
has now been completed and the report Parramatta River Estuary Data Compilation
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and Review is available through the PRCG website. Stage Two, an Estuary
Processes Study, is currently underway.
•

A consultant has been engaged to complete the Parramatta River Estuary Processes
Study which involves an historical aerial photo comparison, estuarine foreshore
assessment and prioritisation, GIS database compilation and environmental
sensitivity analysis. This Study will be the precursor to preparing an Estuary
Management Plan in early 2010.

•

A partnership agreement has also been signed between the University of Sydney
and Parramatta City Council in order to finalise a hydrodynamic model of the estuary.
The work will be completed over the next 6 months by PhD student Serena Lee
under the supervision of Associate Professor Gavin Birch.

Stormwater Sub-committee
•

All Councils within the catchment were encouraged to include water quality and
waterway stability targets and controls in their planning documents. A workshop was
held in May to progress this action and included determining wording for LEPs,
developing a framework and content for DCPs and providing agreement on water
quality and waterway stability targets for the PRCG catchment. The workshop also
looked at how to build internal staff capacity to incorporate WSUD into Council
business. This workshop builds on the WSUD Policy Review conducted for councils
participating in the Working to Sustain the Parramatta River grant project.

•

The effectiveness of street sweeping in relation to water quality improvements has
been evaluated through the summary review provided by the Sydney Metropolitan
CMA on the findings and recommendations of a series of investigations in NSW and
interstate in relation to the effectiveness and potential role of street sweeping as a
stormwater pollution control measure. This has been distributed to all PRCG
councils, for consideration in the planning of their street sweeping programs.

•

The sub-committee was also a project steering committee for a combined project
between the PRCG, University of Western Sydney, Sydney Metropolitan CMA and
Parramatta, Ryde, Blacktown and Holroyd Councils entitled Maintenance and
Costing Study on Stormwater Management and Water Sensitive Urban Design
Techniques.

Policy development
As the PRCG has only recently formed, a number of policy documents have been developed
to help guide the organisation in the day-to-day operations as well as provide a consistent
message and profile to external stakeholders.
The following policy documents have been developed or updated during this year:
•

Terms of Reference updated

•

Code of Conduct

•

Branding and Acknowledgement Policy

•

Communications Strategy (draft)

Other documents that will greatly assist in the day-to-day management have also been
developed this year:
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•

Sub-committee Chair’s roles & responsibilities

•

Meeting procedures

•

Sub-committee protocols

•

Document templates, other procedural requirements and record management
systems

In addition, the Memorandum of Understanding has been officially signed by all 11 member
councils and six state agencies. It sets the stage for how the organisations will work together
to coordinate natural resource management on a catchment-wide basis.
A corporate identity was also developed that included the PRCG logo, letter templates and
business cards. The logo was officially endorsed at the full PRCG meeting in November
2008.
The PRCG e-newsletter has continued this year, with a decision made by the PRCG to
provide this to all members between whole Group meetings.

Website development
A website for the PRCG has been developed this year as a result of some extra funding left
over from the previous year’s Implementation Plan budget, which was contributed by the
Sydney Metropolitan CMA.
The website provides an important forum for the PRCG, allowing greater access to
resources amongst members as well as promoting the PRCG’s current and future projects.
The website also provides information about the natural resources within the catchment and
links to each member organisation’s website.
Until the development of the PRCG website, there was no website that represented the
Parramatta River catchment and all the stakeholders in it. Ultimately this website could seek
to fill that void and act as a single port-of-call for various user-groups looking for information
about the catchment.
The overall objective of the PRCG website, however, is to disseminate information between
councils, state agencies, and the wider community. It can also be used as a promotional tool
for various activities and projects within the catchment.
A ‘Members only’ section has been developed to enable improved dissemination of
information, including access to internal documents and resources, opportunities to provide
feedback on draft material, and a central depository for key PRCG papers.
Overall, the PRCG received excellent value for money in the development of this website
and the system is flexible enough to allow for expansion in the future.
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PRCG REGIONAL PROJECTS
Working to Sustain the Parramatta River
The project Working Together to Sustain the Parramatta River is a $1.93 million three year
project that aims to promote sustainability through the implementation of Water Sensitive
Urban Design (WSUD) initiatives across the catchment area of the Parramatta River.
Combined with Councils’ cash and in-kind contributions, the project budget is close to $4
million.
Funded under the NSW Environmental Trust’s Urban Sustainability Program, the project
involves seven member councils (Ashfield, Auburn, Canada Bay, Hunters Hill, Parramatta,
Ryde, Strathfield) within the catchment implementing numerous pilot projects that
demonstrate a large-scale dedication to WSUD. The focus of each pilot project is either
harvesting stormwater or reducing stormwater runoff and pollutant loads into catchment
waterways.
A consultant will assess the
efficiency of each of the proposed
WSUD design models and will
provide feedback on the modelled
efficiencies of their proposed project
designs. Monitoring and evaluation
of each project will also be
undertaken by a consultant to
improve Councils’ understanding of
WSUD
principles
and
their
implementation.

Below: WSUD drainage basin © Ashfield Council

The project also involves a review of
WSUD policy to
help
build
consensus across councils as to how
a consistent approach can be
developed for the catchment. In addition, the grant covers a Monash University PhD
research project focusing on leadership competencies in people that aim to deliver
sustainable urban water management. This involves training for Council participants to
improve their implementation of WSUD measures as well as building support networks
within the catchment area.
The project is managed by Parramatta City Council and is currently in its second year.
Approximately $1.2 million has been expended as of 30 June 2009 with the project
progressing well. The WSUD Policy Review and the Monash University Leadership work is
now complete, as well as a number of the pilot projects.
Councils are progressing with their approval processes for the remaining WSUD pilot
projects to be constructed and the Monitoring, Evaluation and Reporting program is currently
being developed by the consultant, Cardno Lawson Treloar.
Several pilot projects across councils have been delayed in the construction phase due to a
number of different reasons. This will reduce the number of sampling events undertaken but
will still provide an indication of the efficiency of the WSUD projects. The overall project is
still on track and is expected to be completed by August 2010.
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Urban Nature Photography Competition
The 2009 Urban Nature Photography Competition involved all member councils within the
PRCG and was seen as an opportunity to showcase the success of regional partnerships as
well as capture the imagination and active participation of a broad range of community
members.
A photography competition was chosen as a means of delivering a number of outcomes for
the PRCG that other projects may not have been able to provide, namely; it was an excellent
opportunity to undertake a regional project that covered all of the PRCG catchment and
potentially all of the members to encourage a sense of ownership of the PRCG; an
opportunity to directly involve councillors and showcase to them the public interest in the
natural resources of the catchment, and; the opportunity to raise the profile of the PRCG and
create a focus and sense of momentum.
The aim of the Urban Nature Photography Competition was to encourage members of the
community to explore their local environment and demonstrate what makes it special to
them. By encouraging communities to capture the beauty and importance of their local
animals, plants and natural areas through the lens, individuals can gain a greater awareness
of the need to protect their local environment and find out about projects they can get
involved in.
The competition opened on 3 April and closed on 18 May 2009, with $3000 in prizes
awarded to the winners. There were two award categories, an Open section (over 18 years)
and a Young People’s section (under 18s) as well as a People’s Choice Award.
Entries were accepted online and via hard copy with the majority of photos entered via the
PRCG website www.parramattariver.org.au.
Included in the project were two walk n’ talk events held
on:
• Saturday 25 April: Urban Nature Photo Safari
and Bushcare Talk at Rodd Point, organised by
City of Canada Bay Council
• Saturday 2 May: Wetlands Walk n’ Talk at
Mason Park Wetlands, organised by Ashfield
Council
These events provided participants with an opportunity
to experience their local environment, learn about
photography techniques and to take nature photographs
to enter into the competition.

© Clive Collins, Winner, Open category

The competition was widely promoted by local
newspapers publicising the competition as well as flyers
and posters displayed in local libraries, community and
neighbourhood centres, council newsletters, regional
newsletters, photography websites, and more.
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Almost $3,000 worth of prizes were donated by Harvey Norman Supercentre Auburn, NSW
National Parks & Wildlife Service, Australian Geographic, Greater Union Cinemas
Parramatta, Taronga Zoo and Sydney Aquarium. The City of Ryde Council provided the
venue for the Awards Ceremony. The Sydney Metropolitan CMA contributed $10,000 while
Shell Ltd and LyondellBassell provided $2,500 each to the production of a calendar for 2010.
Over 210 entries were received in the competition and the official judges commented on the
high quality of the photographs entered. The competition culminated in an Awards
ceremony, held on World Environment Day, 5 June 2009 at Brush Farm House Gallery,
Eastwood. Over 95 guests attended including local dignitaries, sponsors, the official judges,
and entrants and their family and friends.
The best 100 entries were chosen for a touring exhibition across the catchment from June to
September. Winning photos were displayed in a special web gallery promoting the natural
beauty of the Parramatta River catchment and a calendar of some of the top entries is
planned for 2010.
There was general consensus amongst project staff, entrants, sponsors and awards
ceremony special guests that the Urban Nature Photography Competition was highly
successful with the competition achieving all of the project objectives and outcomes.
One participant’s comments sum up the success of the competition:
“I would really like to thank the organisers of this competition! It's been beautifully organised. I
also really enjoyed looking at the online gallery every few days. The love that people have for
their local environment and its creatures really shines through in so many of those photos.
From now on I will be taking an interest in the PRCG – I had not heard of the organisation
before.” Sarah McCarthy, Open category entrant

Maintenance and Costing Study of Stormwater Management and
Water Sensitive Urban Design Techniques
This was a combined project between the PRCG, University of Western Sydney, Sydney
Metropolitan CMA and four member councils (Blacktown, Holroyd, Ryde, Parramatta) across
the catchment.
The project involved an audit of councils’ stormwater management and WSUD policies,
protocols and procedures and compared them to best practice asset maintenance literature,
in particular, the Department of Environment & Climate Change (DECC)’s draft Stormwater
& WSUD Operation and Maintenance Guidelines.
Four University Students provided recommendations to each council on how they could
improve the maintenance of their stormwater & WSUD assets and establish optimum
maintenance schedules. Overall project findings confirmed a strategic, consistent approach
amongst councils was currently lacking. However, the release of DECC’s Operation and
Maintenance Guidelines will help to address this issue. In addition, the Sydney Metropolitan
CMA’s WSUD in Sydney Program may be developing further online tools and resources.
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GRANTS & SUBMISSIONS
Grant funding received
October 08 -

Sydney Metropolitan CMA contributes $10,000 to the 2009 Urban
Nature Photography Competition project.

November 08 -

Remaining funds from the Sydney Metropolitan CMA funding grant of
$30,000 for the PRCG Implementation Strategy in 07/08 financial year
was spent on the development and construction of a website for the
PRCG.

April 09 -

Shell Ltd & LyondellBassell Australia contribute $2,500 each to the
2009 Urban Nature Photography Competition project (including the
development of a calendar for 2010.

Grants applied for (still under consideration)
NSW Environmental Trust Grant Program – Environmental Education
funding for catchment-wide community plant propagation project.
DECC Estuary Management Program funding for the development of
a pollutant export model for Parramatta River and Sydney Harbour
catchment
DECC Estuary Management Program funding for undertaking an
Estuarine Processes Study as Stage Two of the Estuary Management
Plan process
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT
STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE
YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2009

INCOME

2008/09
$

PRCG Membership Fees
Grants & Contributions

$
$

68,000
20,260

TOTAL INCOME

$

88,260

Salaries & Allowances (Incl. Salary & Overhead On Costs)
Transport Costs
Printing Costs
Catering Costs (PRCG meetings)
Corporate Identity Package
Website Development
Project Delivery Costs (Urban Nature Photography Competition)

$
$
$
$
$
$
$

57,840
320
100
2,000
1,100
4,875
16,500

TOTAL EXPENDITURE

$

82,735

OPERATING SURPLUS/(DEFICIT)

$

5,525

EXPENDITURE

Note: The PRCG Coordinator was employed after 1 July 2008, reducing the salary costs.
The balance of funds will be used for the development of an Urban Nature Photography
Calendar for 2010 as part of a grant contribution.
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MEMBERS OF THE PRCG
Financial Member Organisations & Representatives
Ashfield Council

Clr M Wangmann, Member
Clr L McKenna, Member
Ms Janene Harris, Technical Officer
Ms Melanie Winthorpe, Technical Officer

Auburn Council

Clr I Simms, Member
Clr J Au, Member
Ms Amanda Carroll, Technical Officer
Ms Sophie Peacock, Technical Officer

Bankstown City Council

Mr James Carey, Manager
Ms Cherie Blackburn, Technical Officer
Ms Rebecca Piper, Technical Officer

Blacktown City Council

Clr K Collins OAM, Member
Ms Natalie Payne, Technical Officer

City of Canada Bay Council

Clr A Tsirekas, Member
Clr B Rooney, Member
Mr Nigel Bertus, Manager
Ms Petrina Nelson, Technical Officer

Holroyd City Council

Clr A Ezzy, Member
Clr M Pigram, Member
Mr Mark Evens, Technical Officer

Hunters Hill Council

Clr P Astridge, Member
Clr R Quinn, Member
Ms Kerry Heatley, Technical Officer

Leichhardt Municipal Council

Clr J Parker, Member
Clr M McKenzie, Member
Mr Paul Richardson, Technical Officer

Parramatta City Council

Clr S Lloyd, Member
Mr Anthony Collins, Manager

City of Ryde Council

Clr I Petch, Member
Clr S Yedelian, Member
Mr Sam Cappelli, Manager
Ms Gith Strid, Technical Officer

Strathfield Municipal Council

Clr H Brett-Bowen, Member
Clr K Kwon, Member
Mr Jon Stiebel, Coordinator
Ms Jeanie Muspratt, Technical Officer

Sydney Metropolitan Catchment Management Authority
Mr John Carse, General Manager
Ms Lesley Diver, Manager
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Ms Robin Anderson, Technical Officer
Ms Kate Black, WSUD in Sydney Program
Manager
Sydney Water

Mr Ray Parsell, Technical Officer

MoU Member Organisations & Representatives
All of the above organisations, and:
Department of Water and Energy

Dr Stephen Allen, Technical Officer

NSW Fire Brigades

Mr Garry McBain, Manager

NSW Maritime

Ms Maryanne Campanelli, Technical Officer

Parramatta Park Trust

Mr Jacob Messer, Technical Officer

Associate Member Organisations & Representatives
All of the above organisations, and:
Bidjigal Reserve Trust

Ms Wendy Goonan

Blacktown and District Environment Group Mr Wayne Olling
Callan Park Bushcare

Mr Tim Baker

Darug Tribal Aboriginal Corporation

Ms Lorraine Sullivan

Department of Environment and Climate Change
Mr Daniel Wiecek, Estuaries Officer
NSW Department of Primary Industries

Ms Carla Ganassin, Fisheries Officer

Lake Parramatta Reserve Bushcare

Mr David Rabbidge

Ryde Hunters Hill Flora and Fauna Preservation Society
Mr Frank Breen
Sisters Bay Bushcare

Mr Andy Doldissen

Western Sydney Regional Organisation of Councils
Mr Colin Berryman, Coordinator

PRCG Staff
Parramatta River Catchment Group

Mr Jim Hull OAM, Independent Chair
Ms Leanne Hanvey, PRCG Coordinator
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